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Reading Comprehension

Time: 45 minutes

Part 1

For items 1-10 read the text containing information about the role of laughter in our lives. Fill in the gaps in the table, using the information from the text.
When someone laughs you’ve got movement of the muscles of the face and the chest, and you’ve got sound formed when the air is forced out of the body as part of this process, so we are talking about a physical activity. But obviously other things are involved as well – and this is where it gets more complicated. Laughing is not something that you normally decide to do, so it is not voluntary behavior, like ordinary speech. Instead it is regulated by our instincts - rather like the singing of a bird, or the roaring of a lion. And once you start to laugh, it can be quite hard to stop – that is not always under your conscious control either.

But why do we laugh? Because we find something funny, most of us would say. But in fact it appears that laughter has little to do with jokes or funny stories – only about 10 percent of laughter is caused by things like that. One suggestion is that human laughter may have originally started out as a shared response to signal of relief at the passing of danger. And it is true that even these days, laughter is rarely an activity carried out by an individual on his or her own. In fact, people are 30 times more likely to laugh when they are with other people than when they are completely alone. Laughter still seems to be a kind of social signal, it occurs when people are in a group and they are comfortable with one another. And it seems likely that laughter can result in the creation of bonds between the people in the group.

And it is precisely because of this social aspect of laughter that people like public speakers and politicians often try to get their audience to laugh – it encourages their listeners to trust them and to connect with them. But this kind of thing – controlling the laughter of a group – indicates that there is a link between laughter and power, and this is supported by several studies that indicate that bosses use humour more than their employees. And research has also shown that female listeners are likely to laugh much more if the speaker is male, so it appears that there are gender issues associated with how much we laugh.

It should be also pointed out that laughter can be used as a negative signal as well as a positive one. We have all probably seen evidence of a group using laughter to exclude someone, to emphasise that they are not accepted. So it is not always a positive type of behavior, either. So what all this goes to show is that laughter is a very complex issue.

It does appear however that laughter has definite benefits. If we look first at the psychological aspects, we know that people often tend to store negative emotions, such as anger, sadness and fear, rather than express them, and it seems that laughter provides a harmless way for the release of these emotions. But there are also clear physical effects that have been monitored too. For example, laughter is good aerobic exercise – it speeds up heart rate and respiration, and raises blood pressure. 


Laughter also helps prevent the stress that so many people suffer from today, which results from the faster pace of life and all that goes with it. It does this by reducing the levels of hormones in the blood which are caused by stress. And, in addition, it is known to increase the levels of chemicals that protect the body from infection or pain and so it helps to boost the immune system. One interesting study showed that people who had had surgical operations asked for fewer pain killers if they had been viewing comic films. In fact, research has even shown that the quality of dreams can be positively affected by laughter – a good laugh 10 minutes before going to sleep can prevent you from having bad dreams and give a much more pleasant and restorative night’s sleep. So, there is now little argument that finding things funny and enjoying a good laugh is extremely beneficial to us all.

Complete the table using the text. 
Laughter

	The nature of laughter
· laughter is a 1 ……………. process – involves movement and sound 

· it is controlled by our 2 ……..

	Reasons for laughter

· only 10% of laughter is caused by jokes /funny stories 

· may have begun as sign of 3 ………………. after a dangerous situation

·  nowadays, may help to develop 4 …………within a group 

· connected to 5 …………… (e.g. use of humour by politicians or bosses)

· may be related to male / female differences (e.g. women laugh more at male speakers)

· may be used in a 6 ………….. way to keep someone out of a group

	Benefits of laughter
· safe method for the 7 ………….. of emotions such as anger and sadness

· provides good aerobic exercise

· leads to drop in levels of stress-related 8 ……………

· improves the 9 …………….

· can stop 10 ……………. and improve sleep


Part 2

You are going to read an article about robot shops. Ten sentences have been removed from the text. Choose from the sentences A-K the one which fits each gap (11-20). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use. 

THE ROBOT SHOP

Like most ideas that seem absolutely revolutionary, the concept behind the robot shop is actually very simple. In fact, it has already been around for many years in the form of vending machines, selling bars of chocolate or drinks. (11)_______ 
The prototype robot shop in a suburb of London looks like a giant vending machine. (12) _______ The display on the right is refrigerated and holds items such as milk, yoghurt and cheese, while the display on the left has an impressive selection of biscuits, coffee cakes and crisps. It does not have the variety of conventional shops, but it can cope with a late night request for bread or painkillers.

(13) _______ You key in the code numbers of the goods you want, which are displayed just underneath each item in the window, and a huge robot arm reaches out and picks up each item, bringing it over to the console inside the shop.

An electronic display shows you the total you have to pay. (14) _______ Unlike supermarkets, in robot shops you can only collect the goods after you’ve paid. When the robot arm finds the things you want, it drops them into a hatch and you reach inside to take them out. If this happened before you paid, you could easily walk off with the goods without having paid for them.

The system couldn’t yet be described as entirely efficient. There’s a lot of improvement. The robot arm represents one of the biggest problems. (15) _______ The arm has to be very accurate in order to pick up the item it has reached for, carry it to the hatch and safely drop it into it.

(16) _______ Customers are still cautious about doing most of their shopping in a robot shop, but this is only to be expected; every new invention has been regarded with some suspicion at first. (17) _______
The manufacturers of robot shops suggest that the small shopkeeper in inner–city areas represents their biggest potential client. (18) _______ People in the area value the convenience of being able to pop out virtually all hours of the day and night for some item they have forgotten or suddenly feel like buying. (19)_______ 
The question is whether customers will prefer the impersonal service of a robot shop to the conventional type of shopping where there’s human contact. (20)_______ Machines do not take lunch breaks, they hardly ever make mistakes and they are never rude to customers. Isn’t this the sort of efficiency people want from a shop these days?

	A  A central console between the windows is where you actually do your shopping.

B  The first thing you notice are the two large display windows which are absolutely packed with goods.

C  Older customers in particular may find the experience cold and impersonal, but a younger generation may respond more positively.

D  The real question is whether, over the three–month testing period, enough people will overcome their doubts and start shopping here in significant numbers.

E  For security reasons, you have to do this before the robot arm starts gathering your goods.

F  Many shops like these only survive because they stay open late, or even round the clock in some cases.

G  Experience with similar mechanised service equipment, such as cash dispensers, suggests that there are considerable advantages for both customers and shop owners.

H  The challenge is to create a piece of machinery which will be delicate enough to pick up eggs but at the same time strong enough to pick up bottles of mineral water and baked bean cans.
I  So this idea has been further developed to create the first robot shop, which may eventually change the future of shopping.

J  The difficulty of judging customer attitudes is another reason why the robot shop has to be tested.
K  Small shopkeepers are likely to invest in robot shop equipment, rather than employ part–time staff to work twenty–four hours a day.
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Use of English
Time: 45 minutes

Task 1
For questions 1-15 complete the following article by writing a letter for each missing word in the correct box on your answer sheet. Use only one letter for each space.

Zoos

People began to (1) … animals in zoos (2) … 3,000 years ago, when the rulers of China opened an enormous zoo called the Gardens of Intelligence. In many of the early zoos, animals (3) … taught to perform for the visitors. This no longer (4) … and it is accepted that the purpose of zoos is for people to see animals behaving naturally.

Today, most cities have a zoo (5) … wildlife park. However, not (6) … approves of zoos. People (7) … think that zoos are a good idea say they (8) … us with the opportunity to (9) … about the natural world and become close to wild animals. Both of (10) … would not be possible (11) … zoos. On the other (12) … , some people disapprove of zoos because they (13) … it is wrong to put animals in cages, and argue that in zoos which are not (14) … properly, animals live in dirty conditions and (15) … unsuitable food. 

	1.  A keep
	B stay
	C hold
	D rest

	2.  A above
	B over
	C more
	D beyond

	3.  A are
	B have
	C were
	D had

	4.  A appears
	B becomes
	C develops
	D happens

	5.  A or
	B either
	C neither
	D both

	6. A somebody
	B everybody
	C nobody
	D anybody

	7.  A which
	B whom
	C that
	D those

	8.  A produce
	B bring
	C provide
	D make

	9.  A discover
	B learn
	C find
	D realize

	10.   A that
	B what
	C whose
	D these

	11.   A without
	B instead
	C except 
	D unless 

	12.   A page
	B side
	C reason
	D hand

	13.   A hope
	B expect
	C imagine
	D believe

	14.   A ordered
	B managed
	C decided
	D aimed

	15.   A take
	B grab
	C chew
	D eat


Task 2
For questions 16 - 20 choose the best alternative A or B.

16. She paid me a nice compliment (A)/complement (B); she said I was the most intelligent person she had ever worked with.

17. I’m sorry! I wasn’t trying to evade (A)/avoid (B) you. I just didn’t know you were here.
18. The topic (A)/theme (B) of conversation soon changed from the weather to the latest gossip.

19. Stir the mixture continually (A)/continuously (B) until it boils.

20. The signal (A)/sign (B) changed to green and the train moved away from the station. 
Task 3
For questions 21 - 25 replace the words in italics with a suitable phrase or word from the box below. There are three extra variants, which you do not need to use.

	round and round

under

to
above
	alongside

up

on average

from


21. Scientists worked (together with) chefs of the project.

22. She suffers (because of) flu. 

23. The total cost of the project was (less than) 2 million dollars.

24. Have you talked (with) anyone who has done this course?
25. I saw him as I was walking (along) the road.
Task 4
There are 5 dialogues. Examine them and for questions 26 - 30 put into answer sheet if you think the exchanges to be formal (A), informal (B) or incorrect (C).

26. A: Spent all your money?

      B: Afraid so.

27. A: Coming out for a meal?

      B: No money. Sorry.
28. A: Would you like a lift in my car?

      B: I have my own car, thank you.

29. A: Would you marry in Cyprus?

      B: Like to.

30. A: So it happened in front of the police station?

      B: Yes, in front of.
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Listening
Task 1
You will hear a radio interview with a mountain climber. Listen to the interview and for questions 1 - 10 choose the best option A, B or C.  You will hear the interview twice.

You have one minute to study the questions. 

1. Ann describes mountain climbing as 
A. dangerous if people have the wrong attitude.
B. completely safe if people are prepared.
C. a sport with an exciting reputation.
2. For Ann, the attraction of climbing is
A. primarily the excitement.
B. a matter of sensations.
C. hard to describe.
3. According to the interviewer, the view of mountains that Ann sees

is probably
A. disappointing.
B. fascinating.
C. frightening.
4. How does Ann feel when she reaches the top of a mountain? 
A. proud

B. exhausted

C. accomplished
5. Ann became keen on climbing when she was about
A. twenty
B. twelve
C. ten
6. Ann thinks that we all have a moment in childhood
A. when we know what our ambition is.

B. when we realise we can’t do everything we want.

C. when we make plans about our future.
7. What was the attitude of Ann’s parents when she took up the sport?
A. They were very anxious.

B. They didn’t want to discourage her.

C. They gave her every support.

8. The last Ann’s climb was in
A. the hills.

B. the Lake District.

C. Peru.
9. Ann explains that feeling confident
A. is the result of doing many climbs with her friends.
B. is natural after some time.
C. can provoke people to make mistakes.
10. When Ann and her friend were lost on the mountain
A. they didn’t feel lucky.

B. they thought the storm might last for a week.

C. they were sure someone would find them.
Task 2
You will hear a conversation between a girl called Julia and her father, about choosing a course at university. Decide which of the following statements (items 11-20) are True (A), False (B) or on which the information was Not Stated (C).  You will hear the conversation twice.

11. Julia wants to choose a course as soon as possible.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

12. Film studies is the most popular course among students.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

13. Julia’s father thinks the studying business may be boring.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

14. Julia’s father can find her a job after Julia’s graduation.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

15. Julia’s friend has already chosen a job in the film industry.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

16. Julia’s father believes Julia’s friend is making the wrong choice.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

17. Julia’s father thinks she might find studying business too difficult.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

18. Julia is confident about her maths.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

19. Julia is successful in studying French.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated

20. Julia is keen to consider her father’s suggestion.
A. True

B. False
C. Not Stated
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Write an essay on the following topic: “In many parts of the world there is continuous coverage of sport on television. Some people believe this discourages the young from taking part in any sport themselves”. Discuss this view and give your own opinion.


You should write 250 - 300 words.


Time: 45 minutes 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
YOU CAN USE THE OPPOSITE SIDE


Speaking
Карточка участника

	Student 1


Task 1

(Monologue; Time: 1,5 - 2 minutes)

In a minute you will have to speak about an important decision you had to make. You should say what you had to decide, what or who helped you, if you made the right decision and explain why the decision was important.

Task 2

(Dialogue; Time: 3 - 5 minutes)

Imagine that you and your partner are discussing the importance of family celebrations. Some people believe that family occasions are as important today as they were for former generations. Others disagree and think that family occasions have lost their power. Your role is to be in favour of family celebrations. Give arguments and examples in support of your opinion.  You may or may not come to an agreement with your partner. Remember it is a discussion and not a monologue. 

Your answers will be recorded.
Speaking
Карточка участника
	Student 2


Task 1

(Monologue; Time: 1,5 - 2 minutes)

In a minute you will have to speak about one of your possessions which you could not live without. You should say what it is, why you first bought it/how you got it, when and how often you use it and explain why it is so special.
Task 2

(Dialogue; Time: 3 - 5 minutes)

Imagine that you and your partner are discussing the importance of family celebrations. Some people believe that family occasions are as important today as they were for former generations. Others disagree and think that family occasions have lost their power. Your role is to be against family celebrations. Give arguments and examples in support of your opinion.  You may or may not come to an agreement with your partner. Remember it is a discussion and not a monologue. 

Your answers will be recorded.

